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Monroe in his place "after several attempts had failed to obtain a more eligible character.3*1
Monroe, a partisan of the Revolutionists, had begun his mission with theatrical blunders; and these he continued until his recall,2 when he climaxed his imprudent conduct by his attack on Washington.3 During most of his mission Monroe was under the influence of Thomas Paine,4 who had then become the venomous enemy of Washington.
Monroe had refused to receive from his fellow Minister to England, John Jay, "confidential informal statements" as to the British treaty which Jay prudently had sent him by word of mouth only. When the Jay Treaty itself arrived, Monroe
1  Washington's remarks on Monroe's "View"; Writings: Ford, "xiii, 452.
2  See McMaster, ii, 257-59,319,370. But Monroe, although shallow, was well meaning; and he had good excuse for over-enthusiasm; for his instructions were: "Let it be seen that in case of a war with any nation on earth, we shall consider France as our first and natural ally." (Am. St. Prs., For. ReL, Class I, ii, 669.)
3  "View of the Conduct of the Executive of the United States, etc.," by James Monroe (Philadelphia, Bache, Publisher, 1797). This pamphlet is printed in full in Monroe's Writings: Hamilton, iii, as an Appendix.
Washington did not deign to notice Monroe's attack publicly; but on the margin of Monroe's book answered every point. Extracts from Monroe's "View" and Washington's comments thereon are given in Washington's Writings: Ford, xiii, 452-90.
Jefferson not only approved but commended Monroe's attack on Washington. (See Jefferson to Monroe, Oct. 25, 1797; Works: Ford, viii, 344-46.) It is more than probable that he helped circulate it. (Jefferson to Eppes, Dec. 21,1797; ib.> 347; and to Madison, Feb. 8, 1798; ib., 362; see also Jefferson to Monroe, Dec. 27; &., 350. "Your book was later coming than was to have been wished: however it works irresistibly. It would have been very gratifying to you to bear the unqualified eulogies... by all who are not hostile to it from principle.")
4  Ticknor, ii, 113.